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SUB J : USSR DISCUSSING UN FINANCIAL SITUATION WITH UN SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

1. AT BRIEF SOCIAL OCCASION FOLLOWING ADJOURNMENT OF COMITE 
ON CONTRIBUTIONS, CANADIAN MISOFF MATHESON ASKED SOVIET REP 
SAFRONCHUK WHETHER REDUCTION IN SOVIET ASSESSMENT WOULD RESULT IN 
ABANDONMENT OF PRACTICE OF WITHHOLDING PORTION OF ANNUAL PAYMENT 
TO UN. SAFRONCHUK REPLIED THAT SOVIETS WERE ENGAGED IN DISCUSSING 
UN FINANCIAL SITUATION WITH UN SECRETARY GENERAL AND THAT 

WITH- 
HOLDING PROBLEM COULD END IN CONTEXT OF OVERALL SOLUTION OF UN 
FISCAL PROBLEM. 

2. NEITHER CANADIAN MISOFF NOR US REP. WHO OVERHEARD CONVER- 
SATION, HAD ANY PREVIOUS INDICATION THAT SOVIETS WERE CURRENTLY 
CONSIDERING MOVE TO ASSIST IN RESOLVING UN FINANCIAL SITUATION. 

SCALI 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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